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Obfervations on the WesteRN Territory and the InpiIAN War; ina 
Series of letters to a friend. 


LETTER I. 

Dear Sik, 

_s fuch a friend as you I am neither accuftomed nor inclined to 

give a denial, however inadequate I may be to the tafk you have 
affigned me ; and fhall therefore, without any ceremony, prefent you 
with fuch information as] have had opportunity to colleé, reipetting 
the country which is the feat ofthe prefent war with the Indians ; 
the means by which it: has hitherto been conduéted, and the events 
which have marked its progrefs; interfperfed with fuch reficétions as 
have arifen in my own mind, or which have been fuggefted by thofe 
who are better acquainted with the fubjeét. 

Before the commencement of the the late war with Britain, ther¢ 
was a controverfy between the government of Virginia and the In- 
dians on its weftern frontier. As the fettlement of Kentucky began a- 
bout that time, and was carried on during the whole courfe of the wary 
the favages continually molefted thofe Ecalote, Several expeditions 
were undertaken againft the nations which lie N. W. of the Ohio ; 
moft of which were attended with fuccefs ; and after the peace, ef- 
forts were made to form treaties with them. 

The treaties of fort Stanwix,in 1784, of fort M’Intofh, in 1785, and 
of the Great Miami, in 1786, are, I conceive, the bafis on which our 
claim to any lands N. W. of the Ohio is founded. The firft was 
made with the Six Nations, the fecond with the tribes of Wyandot, 
Delaware, Chippewa, and Ottawa; the third with the Shawane/e. 
Thefe treaties are printed in the firft volume of the Laws of the 
United States. There was alfo a treaty at Mufkingum in 1789, where 
delegates from the aforefaid nations, togetherswith fome from the 
Munfees, Powtawatamies and Sauks ratified the treaty held at fort 
M’Intofh. This treaty of Mufkingum is not printed with the oth- 
ers, for what reafon I know not. 

According to thefe treaties,'the boundary line between us and theny, 
is thus defcribed : * “ Beginning at the mouth of the Cayahoga (which 


* See a report of Secretary JutreRrson to Congrefs, Nov, 8, 1791. 
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falls into the fouthernmoft part of lake Erie) and running up the riv- 
er, to the portage, between that and the Tufcarora (or N. E) branch 
of the Mufkingum ; then down the faid branch to the forks, at the 
crofling place above fort Lawrence; then weftwardly, toward the 
portage of the Great Miami, to the main branch of that river ; then 
down the Miami, to the fork of that river, next below the old fort, 
which was taken by the French, in 1752; thence due weft to the riv- 
er De la Panfe (a branch of the Wabafh) and down that river to the 
Wabafh. So far the line is precifely defined, and the whole country 
cleared of the claims of thofe Indians. The tra& comprehended 
within the above defcribed line, the Wabafh, the Ohio and the weft- 
ern limits of Pennfylvania, contains about 55,000 fquare miles. How 
far on the weftern fide of the Wabafh, the fouthern boundary of the 
Indians has been defined, we know not. It is only underftood in gen- 
eral, that their title tothe lower country, between that river and the 
0: was formerly extinguifhed by the French, while in their pof- 
feffion.”’ 

To obtain a juft idea of thefe limits, it is beft to confult a map of 
the Weftern Country. Of thefe, feveral have been publifhed within 
a few years paft. One by Hutchins, the late geographer of the Uriit- 
ed States. Another by M’Murray, his affiftant, and a third by Ofgood 
Carleton. But if you cannot command either of thefe large ones, you 
may get a tolerable idea of the matter, from the map of the northern 
States, in Morfe’s Geography. I will therefore fuppofe that you 
have with your pencil drawn this line of partition ; all to the fouth- 
ward of it, and between it and the Ohio is the land, to which, in the 
prefent Court language, “ the Indian title is extinguifhed ;” and all to 
the northward of this line, and between it and the lakes, is the land, 
which, to ufe the fame ftyle, “ is allotted to the Indians, for their hunt- 
ing ground,” and refidence. 

You will obferve in the maps, three rivers, which, bear the name of 
Miami: Two of thefe, the great and little Miami, are branches of the 
Ohio, and fall into it, on its N. W. fide. Another has its head near 
the head of the Wahbafh, and runs on a N. E. courfe into the weft end 
of lake Erie. About the heads of the two rivers, viz. the Wabafh and 
the Miami of the lake (which is fometimes {pelt Maumee) are feveral 
tribes of Indians, who have not entered into any treaty with the Unit- 
ed States; but have always been inclined to hoftility with the fettlers 
on the Ohio, efpecially with the Kentuckians, towhom they have giv- 
en the name of the dong knife. Thefe Indians, of the Wabafh and 
Maumee rivers, appear to have been the direct obje& of the expedi- 
tions, which have been planned and attempted to be carried into ex- 
ecution within the two laft years. But as thefe tribes are conneéted 
with others, to the northward and weftward, and have drawn them 
into their confederacy, it is neceffary that we fhould take a more gen- 
eral view of the feveral nations in the N. W. quarter of the territory 
ceded to the United States by Great Britain. This fhall be the fub- 
je&t of my next, In the mean time, 

Adieu, 


POLYBIUS. 


For 
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TENG prefent at the late debate on the fubje& of a Turarre, 
when a laboured, verbofe and ‘ foporific harrangue”’ was deliv- 
ered, in which, among other advantages, it was afferted that the eftab- 
lifhment of a ftage would aid the caufe of religion, by teaching the 
clergy a right pronunciation and elocution ; I could not but recolleét 
the following fentiment of the judicious Dr. Beattie. who is neither 
a clergyman nor a player, neither a lawyer nor legiflator, but a profef- 

for of moral philofophy at Aberdeen, It at your fervice, 
LX Q. 


The bufinefs of the player is not to inftruét the audience, or even 
to {peak what he thinks; but to perform a part which is avowedly fic- 
titious, and to pleafe by imitating nature. He muft aflume a variety 
of pailions, oak iad and aét accordingly, It is hisintereft, to be ad- 
mired, for his voice, motion, fhape, eyes and features ; for his power 
of fupprefling the emotions he feels,and of counterfeiting thofe he does 
not feel. Nay, I am forry to fay, but it is true, that upon the modern 
ftage, one player muft fometimes put on airs of debauchery, irreligion 





and tmpudence, which his foul abhors ; and another muft utter fenti- 


ments of innocence and honour, which in him all the world knows to 
be grofs hypocrify. Indeed no two profefions on earth differ more widely 
than thofe of a chriflian mxvfter and a player : And as the compofure and 
humility of the pulpit would be intolerable on the ftage, fo theatrical 
vociferation al etbea mult be equally fo in the pulpit. In regard, 
therefore, to modes of pronunciation and public behaviour, nothing 
can be more abfurd, than to propofe the one as a pattern to the other.” 


re ELT ae 
CHAPTER OF MORALS. 


QOueftion.—ZJn what cafes are promifes not binding, 
Anf. 1. \ HERE the performance is impoffible. But obferve, that 
the promifer is guilty of a fraud, if he be privately a- 

ware of the impoffibility, at the time of making the promife. 

Anf. 2. Where the performance is unlawful. There are two cafes 
ef this; one where the unlawfulnefs is known to the parties, at the 
time ; as where a fervant promifes to betray his matter, or a friend to 
affift in a {cheme of feduétion. In fucha cafe, the parties are not o- 
bliged to perform the promife, becaufe they were under a prior obli- 
gation to the contrary. The guilt lies in the making, not in the break- 
ing of fuch promifes. Of this kind was the promife of Jupas, to de- 
liver his Mafter to the Jewifh Pricfts,. The other cafe is where the 
unlawfulnefs did not exift, or was not known, at the time of making 
the promife. The parties fuppofe what is promifed to be lawful, and 
the promife proceeds upon this fuppofition. The lawfulnefs there- 
fore becomes a condition of the promife, and where the condition fails, 
the obligation ceafes. Of thiskind was Herop’s promife tohis daugh- 
ter in law, “ that he would give her whatever fhe afked, even to the 
half of his kingdom.” The promife was not unlawful, in the terms 
in which Herod delivered it, and when it became fo by her demand- 
ing Joux the Barrist’s head, Herod was difcharged from the obliga- 
tion of it, (To be continued, ) PALEY. 

A Lady's 





























PARNASSIAN SPRIGS. 





4 LADY’s* laf farewel to her Hufband—Written a few days before her 





death. 


“] nov who doit all my worldly thoughts employ, 
Thou pleafing fource of all my earthly joy, 
Thou tendereft hufband, and thou deareft friend, 
To thee, this laft—this fond adieu I fend. 

At length the conquerer Death afferts his right, 
And will forever veil me from thy fight ; 

He woos me to him with a cheerful grace, 

And not one terror clouds his awful face ; 

He promifes a lafting reft from pain, 

And fhews that all life’s fleeting joys are vain ; 
Th’ eternal {cenes of Heaven he fets in view, 
And tells me that no other joys are true. 

But love—fond love, would yet refift his power, 
Would fain awhile delay the parting hour ; 

He brings thy weeping image to my fight, 

And ftays my paflage to the realms of light. 

But joy, thou deareft, thou unwearied friend, 
Say, fhould’ft thou grieve to fee my forrows end ? 
‘Thou know’ft a painful pilgrimage I’ve patt, 
And can you mourn that reft is come at laft ? 
Rather rejoice to fee me fhake off life, 

And die, as I have liv’d, your virtuous wife. 


* Daughter to the celebrated Dr. Wetwoon., 
Se aaenae lea — 

















To a Lady, by T. Swirr, Efg. 


Ay HEN clouds that angel face deform, 
Anxious I view the growing ftorm > 

When angry lightnings arm thine eye, 

And tell the gathering tempeft nigh ; 

k curfe the fex, and bid adieu 

‘Yo female friendthip, love, and you. 


But when foft paffions rule your breatft, 
And cach kind look fome love has dreft ; 
When cloudlefs {miles around you play, 
And give the world a holiday ; 

I blefs the hour when firft I knew 
Wear femate friendfhip, leve, and you. 


Anecd se: 
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Anecdote of ANDREw Marve tt. 


FE was a member of Parliament in the reign of Charles II. and 
though he feldom {poke, he had great influence with the mem- 
bers, and rendered himfelf obnoxious to the Court by his ations and 
writings. He was one day writing in his chamber, when the Lord 
Treafurer Danby abruptly opened the door upon him. Burpee at 
fo unexpeéted a vifitor, Marvell told his Lordfhip that he believed he 
had miftaken his way. Lord Denby sealer, *‘ Not now I have found 
Mr. Marvell—I am come from his Majefty to know what he can do to 
ferve you.” Coming to a ferious explanation, he told the treafurer, 
that he knew the nature of courts full well; that whoever is diftin- 
ifhed by the favour of a Ptince, is certainly expeéted to vote in his 
intereft. Lord D, told him that his Majefty had a juft fenfe of, his 
merits, and defired only to know if there was any place at court that 
he would be pleafed with. Thefe offers, though urged with the great- 
eft earneftnefs, had no effe&t upon him. He faid he could accept of 
no place, with honour, for he muft be either ungrateful to the King in 
voting againft him, or falfe to his country in giving into the meafures 
of the court, The only favour that he defired of his Majefty was 
that he would efteem him as dutiful a fubje& as any he had, and more 
in his proper intereft by refujing than accepting his offers. F inding 
no arguments would prevail, Lord D. told him that the King had or- 
dered a thoufand pounds for him, which he hoped he would receive, 
till he could think what farther to afk of his Majefty. This laft offer 
was rejeéted with the fame fteadinefs ; though as foon as my Lord was 
gone, he was forced to fend to a friend to borrow a guinea. 


an eee I a 
FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE: 


LONDON, November 16. 
WAR declared by the Dey of Algiers againft the King of Sweden. 
The following is an extra€ of a letter written by P. W. Torngrer, Efq, 
Swedifh Conful at Leghorn, to Glaes Grill, Efq. his Swedifh 
Majefty’s Conful General in London, 











“Leghorn, O&. 28. 
“The Swedifh conful, M. Brandell, is juft arrived here with his fam- 
ily from Algiers, in confequence of an unexpeéted declaration of war, 
on the 15th inft. by the new Dey, againft the Swedifh flag. He has 
allowed the Swedifh fhips forty days, after which, if captured, they 
will be declared lawful prizes.” 

Very warm debates lately took place in the Polifh Diet at Warfaw, 
occafioned by a propofed revifion of the adminiftrative commiflions, 
~ of which for the crown, and part for the Duchy of Lithuania. 

¢ King and his party triumphed, as ufual, over all oppolition. 
Several articles were at length unanimoufly agreed to, which equally 
favour the crown of Poland, and the Duchy of Lithuania. 

Letters from Alexandria, of the 26th of July, announce the arrival 
of a courier at Cairo, with intelligence the two rebel Beys, Ibraham 
and Murat, have made themfelves mafters of the capital of Egypt, 
without any refiftance on the part of the Pacha, or that of the peo- 
ple; and that they have entirely feized on the government,. 

Part Il.—Voz, I, a We 














r 
59 


——-— =~ 


We icarn by letters from Aleppo, that a governor fent by the Otté& 
‘nan court, having arrived there with 2000 troops, the inhabitants re- 
volted againft him, and after an engagement which continued at inter- 
vals for three days, obliged him to’ evatuate the city. The fame letter 
informs us, that the plague has made its appearance at St. John d’Acre. 

The truce coniéluded before Centa, with the Emperor of Morocco, 
ha’s been ratified af Madrid, and peace was'to’ be concluded immedi- 
ately. 

In confequence of the conclufion of peace between Spain and the 
Dey of Algiers, the Dey has confented that a company of Spanifh mer- 
chants fhall he eftablifhed at Oran and at Mefalquivi*. This compa- 
ny {fall be authorifed to buy in preferencce to all other nations all the 
grain, wood, and wool of Barbary, in the difpofal of the Bey of Mafca- 
ra, provided they pay the fame price for them that other nations fhalt 
offer.—This company fhall alfo be permitted to purchafe of the Moors 
200 lafts of cofn per annum. In confideratioa of thefe privileges, the 
company fhall pay, once in two months, 2000 Alviers fequins inftead 
of 5000 piaftres at one fur. 

Chance has at length brought to light {ome accounts of the coaft ont 
which the Cato, commanded by admiral Sir Hyde Parker was wrecked 
—The following information we underftand was yefterday laid before 
the lords of the admiralty. A captain Burn, aA Englifhman, who com- 
manded a veffel in the fervice of the Nabob of Atcor, and who is em- 
ployed to convey the pilgrims on their annual vifit to the tomb of Ma- 
homet at Mecca, when there laft feafon, was going on fhore, and faw 
a boat belonging to a Malay veffel then lying at the fame place, with 
a man in her, baling out the water, Fromthe make of the bucket he» 
knew it muft have belonged to a Britifh fhip. He accordingly rowed 
along fide of her, and faw the Cato’s name painted on the bucket. 
Struck with the fight, he immediately inquired of the Malay, how he 
came by the bucket ? who told him, that fome years ago, a barge fhip 
was wrecked upon the Malabar coaft, and moft of the people got fafe 
on fhore ; but that, by erder of the Malay king, the major part of 
them was immediately put to death, Captain Burn, after receiving 
thc information, went on board'the Malay fhip, and there faw the Ca- 
to’s mainfail, and a quantity of Britifh cordage, and other fails, that 
had formerly belonged to the unfortunate fhip. The Malay veffel al- 
moft entirely rigged with the Cato’s ftores—Capt. Burn when on 
board the Malay, made fome inquiries relatrve tothe number of the 
Cato's {hip’s éempany that ha¢éfurviwed the maffacre, but could obtain 
no fatisfaétory anfwer. 

Oa the 4th of Oftober a fire broke out in the Royal Prifon at Mad- 
rid, which reduced the whole building to afhes. ‘The prifoners, to the 
number of 210, were faved, ; 

Extract of aletier from Lifbon, Sept. 30. 
The corn trade here is about to be freed from the conftraints 
uncer which it has long labored ; and in future, every perfon will be 
at liberty to fell his grain whenever he pleafes, on payment of the cuf- 
tosmary ditics,” 
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AMERICAN INTELLIGENCE. 


KNOXVILLE, November 19. 

About the 10th inft,a company, going through the wildernefs tp 
Cumberland, was met on the road by a party of Indians. Upon firlt 
fight the men (being feven in number) rode off with the utmoft precip - 
itation, and left the women (four in number) who were fo terrified, 
that they were unable to proceed. The Indians came up, fhook hands 
with them, and told them they fhould not be hurt, made a fire for 
them, and caught a ftud horfe, that one of the company had jumped 
from, which they tied toatree. They then went after a fimall boy 
who was attempting to make off, and brought him back to the wo- 
men. Four of the company did not fop until they reached the fettle- 
ment—the other three returned to the women efter fome time. 

[The above extraé is taken from a Gazette, printed at Knoxville, on 
the Helftein, in the territory of the United States fouth of the Ohio; 
and we have a pleafure in hearing that the women, who had been de- 
ferted by their fellow travellers, were indebted for this remarkable 
proof of friendly attention to a hunting party of Cherokees; the na- 
tion with whom Gov. Blount made a treaty laft fummer, | 


ALBANY, January 12. 

The Prefbytery of Albany ordained, at Eaft-Ballfton, on Tucfday 
laft, Mr. William B. Ripley, to the gofpel miniftry, and enftalled hin 
Paftor of the Prefbyterian church in that place. The Rev. John War- 
ford, of Salem, preached the ordination fermon, from 1 Tim, vi, 20 ; 
the Rev. William Schenck, of Ballfton prefided in the ordination : 
The Rev. John M’Donald, of Albany, adivevet a paftoral charge to 
the newly ordained minifter ; andthe Rev. Simon Hofack, ef John- 
ftown, gave an exhortation to the congregation, 

The Rev. Eliphalet Ball, the founder of this fettlement, and from 
whom it receives the name, was prefent, and feemed to witnefs the plea- 
fing tranfattions with peculiar tstisfabtion. About twenty-five years 
ago, with a fingle companion, he vifited this fpot, and was the firft 
who lifted the planter’s axe in this flourifhing fettlement, at that time 
a cottagelefs sat pathlefs wildernefs. With the {welling tear of grati- 
tude in his eye, he now ftood with his children and grand children, 
furrounded by feveral hundreds, and beheld one minifter of Balliton 
engaged in fetting another apart to the miniftry for a different part of 
the fame town. “I have feen,’’ cried the venerable patriarch, ‘ .he 
promife fulfilled. ‘The wildernefs truly bloffoms as the rofe.” 

It is faid, when the deputation of Weftern Indians, waited on the 
Gov, Gen. of Canada; Lord Dochefter, laft {pring, that Captain Jo- 
feph Brandt appeared among them, and afted as their {peaker, in their 
conferrences—that his Lordfhip took occafion to inform Capt, Jo- 
feph, that as he was an officer in the Britifh fervice, it became neceffa- 
try for him to lay afide the Indian drefs and affume that of his corps ; 
for, if he infifted on retaining the former, his pay asa Britifh captain 
muft ceafe, and his name be ftruck off from the lift of officers,—It is 
added, the Captain wifely preferred the Britifh pay and yniform, to 


the honor of romaining an Indian. 
PTH. 
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PHILADELPHIA, Fanuary 19. 

The late accounts from Europe inform us of a very great ftorm er 
hurricane on the coaft of England, Ireland, &c. about the eoth O&. 
great damage and lofs were fuftained both by land and fea, 

A manifefto againft the new conftitution of France, figned by the 
yefugee Princes, has been publifhed—the leading fentiment of which 
is, that the King was not free when he accepted it. 

Mirabeau having died infolvent, the National Affembly has voted 
unanimoufly, to defray the expenfes of his funeral. . 

- An Englifh paper of the 24th O&. contains the following article : 

It is frid that one of the firft a€ts of Col. Simcoe’s government in 
Canada will be, to deliver up the Britifh pofts, fituated on the eaft of 
the river St. Lawrence, and to the fouth of Nova Scotia, according to 
certain articles in the peace with America.” 


Extra of a letter, dated Bourdeaux, Sept. 25, 1791, toa gentleman in 
this city. 

“ Exchange is rifing a little, and {pecie coming into circulation, tho’ 

et an advance of five to fifteen per cent. As confidence gains, it 
will become more abundant, which will operate in favour of the in- 
tercourfé with America, heretofore greatly interrupted by the low ex- 
change, and f{carsity of fpecie. Was exchange near par, this contry 
would now pay ten or twenty per cent. higher for tobacco, rice, indi- 

o and grain, than any of its neighbours, and this year would take a 
confiderable quantity of the laft mentioned article, the late crops hav- 
ing proved very fhort, confiderable fupplies will be wanting in ali the 
fouth of France.” 
The legiilature of Virginia paffed a law fome time laft month, for 
invefting certain perfons with power to fet on foot a lottery, for raif- 
ing the {um of four thoufand pounds, at ten per cent, deduction. The 
objects of this lottery are to promote and diffeminate a minute know]. 
edge of the foutnern parts of the United States of America, from Phi- 
Jadelphia tq the Gulf of Mexico, and from the Atlantic to the Mif- 
fiippi. The plates, &c. neceffary to the elucidation of this ufeful 
work, are in the hands of Col. Tatham, and the work is carried on in 
the capitol, under the patronage of the State government, where it is 
frequently infpeéted by its officers, te prevent any errors or mifinfor- 
mations to the public. 

Since the firlt fettlement of the Englifh and other European nations 
in North America, the Creek-Indians are the only tribe that ever de- 
jired to imitate thofe ufeful arts of hufbandry which the fettlers intro- 
duced, nor could the force of example, or even the ftrongeft motives 
of inducement that could poffibly be held out to them by the colonifts, 
in the fmalleft manners prevail on them to alter their former cuftoms, 
fo peculiar to favage Jife. They have indeed found the fuperior con- 
veniency of wearing coarfe woolen cloths and blankets, inftead of 
fkins ; thofe bordering on the back fettlements make ufe of guns in- 
itead of bows and arrows, for which they barter the valuable fkins of 
beaver and other animals. Should the other tribes likewife adopt the 
berefcial purfuits of agriculture, civilization would follow, and the 
arts and {cienees be gradually introduced, an/ thus another vaft re- 
public would, in time, be formed in the more interior parts of the 
narth-weftern continent, 


CONGRESS, 





Sr 




















GONGRESS. 
MONDAY January 16, 

The meflage from the Prefident of the United States, relative to the 
fituation of. the weftern frontiers, being the order of the day, after 
reading petitions, the Houfe went into a committee of the whole, and 
the galleries were cleared. 

TUESDAY, January 17. 

Mr. Dayton laid the following refolution in fubftance, on the table, 
that the Prefident of the United States be requefted to caufe to be laid 
before the Houfe, copies of the official communications which have 
taken place between the Supreme Executive of the State of Pennfyl- 
vania, and the Secretary of War, relative toa plan of military opera- 
tions—alfo fuch documents as may have been received refpeéting an 
invafion of the fronticrs of this State. 

The order of the day, on the Prefident’s meflage, refpefting the 
weftern frontiers, being called for, the galleries were fhut. 





POUGHKEEPSIE, Nov, 3. 

A few weeks ago, as fome perfons were digging for marle, in a 
fwamp on the Wail-Kill, in Uliter County, they came acrofs a bed of 
large Rib Bones. They were found fix feet under ground, and at the 
bottom of the Strata of marle. Some of the largeft of the Ribs were 
accidentally broke with the {pade, on the firft difcovery of them. 
One of the entire rib bones is now in the poffeffion of a gentleman in 
this town, and is four feet four inches in length, by meafuring on the 
outfide of the curve—It muft have been one of the firft rib bones of the 
animal, becaufe the fame gentleman who has been on the fpot, fays, 
that one of the other ribs which was broken by the fpade, was one 
foot longer than this. This information we communicate as of un- 
queftionable authenticity. Bones of the fame marvelous fize have 
been frequently found in various parts of North America, and of Sibe- 
ria in Afia, and are ufually afcribed to the Mammoth, a ftupendous ani- 
mal, whofe race muft have perifhed in fome remote period of the 
world, and who has left only thofe relics of his exiftence, buried deep 
in the earth, to excite our furprife and admiraiion, 





NEW-YORK, Jan. 25. 

The weather has been extremely cold for a few days paft, infemuch 
that it has heen found very difficult to crofs either of the ferries ; and 
there are fuch quantities of ice at the Hook, that feveral Captains have 
thought it prudent not to rifque failing for the inftant. 

We learn, that Major Hamtramck, who was impeached for unfol- 
diery condu@, in the late expedition againft the Indians, has been 
honorably acquitted, 

The legiflature of North Carolina have appointed his Excellency 
Alexander Martin, Governor; Hon, James Glafgow, Secretary of the 
State, John Haywood, Efq. Treafurer, and Attorncy-General. 

Their General Affembly have voted a loan of five thoufand pounds 
to the truftees of the Univerfity of North-Carolina. 

On Friday, the 20th inft. about 11 o’clock, a fire broke out in Hun- 
ter’s buildings, High-ftreet, Philadelphia, in the front parlor of the 
houfe belonging to Mr. Smith, reprefentative in Congrels for South- 
Carolina, LEG- 
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BOSTON, Frida, Fesrvary 3. 
LEGISLATURE, 


The following important report was affigned by the Houfe of Reprefentatives 
for confideratron yefterday afternoon, but has been poftponed by the public 
hearing of the complaint of Bertan Norton, Ef{q. azainfi Tuomas 
Cook, Efq. a Fuftice of the peace for the county of Duke's County, Gc. 
but now flands the order of the day, viz. 


Commonwealth of Maffachufetts. 
January 28, 1792. 

THE committee of both Houfes, appointed to confider the ftate of 
the Treafury, &c. f{ubmit the following order for the confideration of 
the Legiflature ; and afk leave to fit again. 

Ordered, That a bill be reported, authorifing the Treafurer of this 
Commonwealth to borrow on loan, the whole amouut of the debt now 
due from the faid Commonwealth, and for the payment of which no 
preiien is made, at an intereft of five per cent. per annum, payable 

alf yearly, commencing on the firft day of July next. The principal 
thereof redeemable, in part or whole, at the option of government, 
provided that not lefs than five per cent. of the fame fhall be paid at 
any one time. And forthe fecurity of thofe who may choofe to re/oan 
their debt, on the terms aforefaid, the government will make the follow- 
ing appropriations, viz, All the furplus of money that may arife from 
the feveral taxes now unpaid, after dedudting the balance due on the 
loan made by the Treafurer for the difcharge of warrants, due bills, 
&c, agreeably to an a& paffed on the firft day of February, 1791, to- 
gether with the fum of twenty-four thoufand pounds, for the fupport 
of government and qther neceffary charges. . Alfo, the whole amount 
of money that now is, and may hereafter be paid into the public Treaf- 
ury, arifing from the fale of weftern or eaftern lands: Alfo the whole 
amount of the debt due from the United States to this Commonwealth, 
now on loan, together with what may hereafter become due, either by 
an adjuftment of of the public accounts between the faid United 
States and this Commonwealth, or that may be paid to them by a fur- 
ther affumption of their domeftic debt: And for further fecuring 
the punétual payment of the intereft, on the debt aforefaid, and dif- 
charging the principal thereof, the public faith fhall be pledged ta 
make good any deficiengy that may arife from the aforefaid appropri- 
ation. All which is fubmitted, 

SAMUEL BAKER, per. order. 

In Senate, January 31, 1792. Read and accepted, and ordered ac- 
cordingly. 

Sent down for concurrence. 
SAMUEL-PHILLIPS, Prefdent, 


FRIDAY, january 27. 

A petition from a number of the inhabitants, of the north part of 
Bofton ;—three petitions from numbers of perfons, in the county of 
Worcejfer ; alfoa pet.tron from o7 imkabitants of Cambridge. praying 

that 
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that the prayer of the petition for building another bridge over 
Charles River might not be granted. Read and committed to the 
committee of both Houfes upon that fubjeé. 

The Houfe proceeded to the third reading of the bill for docking 
and deftroying Eftate Tail, and, after debate, committed the fame to 
Mr, Hichborne, Mr. Parfons, and Mr. Gardiner. 


WEDNESDAY, rFesrvary tf. 
' An engroffed Bill for incorporating certain perfons for the purpofe 
of building a Bridge over Merrimack-River, at Pautucket Falls, be- 
tween Chelmsford and Dracut, was read and paffed to be enaéted, 


Separation of MAINE. 

Dr. Jarvis, Meffrs Jones, Henfhaw, Biglow and Fofter, are appoint- 
¢d a Committee to confider the memorial of the Senators and Repre- 
fentatives of the Diftri€& of Maine, comprehending the counties of 
York, Cumberland, Lincoin, Hancock and Wafhington, touching the 
interefting and important fubje& of a feparation of the government. 





Grorce Rickarps Minor, Efquire, Clerk to the Hon. Houfe of 
Reprefentatives, is appointed to be Judge of Probate of Wills, &c. 
for this county, vice the Hon. Thomas Daws, jun. Efq. appointed a 
Jiadge of the S. J. Court. | 

The refignation of Major Trefcott, of the 2d United States regiment, 
is univerfally approved by all military charatters. This gentleman en- 
tered as a Captain in the American army, when it was firft formed at 
Cambridge, in April1779. His friend and patron, Dr. Warren, was 
foon after killed at Bunker Hill. He ferved with reputation to the 
end of the war, and not for want of merit, but of “ friend in court,’ 
his promotion has been fo flow, that he never rofe above the rank of a 
Major. His modefty was fuch, that he did not afpire to the command 
of the regiment to which he laft belonged, but would have kept his 
ftation, had a fenior officer been put at its head, But when he esd 
himfelf fuperfeded by one, his inferior in. rank and length of fervice, 
the refpeét duc to his own charaéter, and the feelings of a military 
man, obliged him to refign. 

Thomas Willing, Efq. was unanimoufly re-eleéted Prefident of the 
Bank of the United States on the 4th inft. ) 

The following Gentlemen have been appointed Direftors of the 
Bank of the United States, for the Bofton department, viz. 

Thomas Ruffell, Chriftopher Gore, Jofeph Barrell, Jonathan Mafon, 
jun, David Sears, John Codman, jun. John C. Jones, Jofeph Ruffell, 
jun. Caleb Davis, Ifrael Thorndike, William Wetmore, John Lowell, 
Theo, Lyman, Peter R. Dalton, Cah. 

In our laft it was obferved that the degree of cold on Monday the 
23d ult, was greater than it had been for Sour years paft. <A writter in 
the Centinel of Wednefday laft fays ‘* This ts an error, On the 18th 
ef December, 1790, the thermometer ftood at 20° below o which is 
colder by 7 degrees than any morning this winter.” Pofliblythe latter 
niay be true, and the former notan error,if the obfervations were made 
in different places. In an elevated region, the degree of cold is common- 
ty gfeater than a lower ; and the interior country is often colder than 
the fea coalt. The following is probably the origina! from which the 
Above note was taken, 
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From tite HAMPSHIRE ann BERKSHIRE CHRONICLE. 


MR. WELD, 

PLEASE to publith in your paper, the following obfervations upon 
the cold. They were made ten miles weft of Srrincrien, on Feren- 
heith’s thermometer, at fun rife. All the mornings fince the firft of. 
December laft, in which the mercury ftood below (0) are here men- 
tioned, The degrees delow, are exprefled by the figures againft the day 





of the month. he cold, lait winter, wasas follows ; 

December 29 3 December 9 17 , 

25 i 17 12 
january 7 I 18 20 

10 6 19 {2 

wes 9 23 5 

12 5 Jjanuafy 2 10 

17 5 February 3 7 

18 22 14 

23 13 2 


5 7 . 

It appears by thefe obfervatioris, that in the ree of the 18th of 
December, the laft winter, it was colder by feven degrees, than it 
hath been in any morning this winter. JAN. 25, 1792. 

The Legiflature of Virginia and Vermont have paffed a&s ratifying 
in behalf‘of thofe States all the amendments of the Federal Conftitu- 
tion propofed to the Legiflatures of the feveral States by Congrefs, 
and authentic copies of thefe aéts have been tranfmitted to the Prefi- 
dent of the United States, and laid before Congrefs, 

The following paragraphs aie extra€ted ftom Governour Clinton’s 
Speech to the affembly of New-York on the 5th ult, 

Complaints having been made to me in the recefs, by the Oneida 
and Cauga nations, of intrufians made upon the lands referved by 
treaty for their ufe ; juftice and good faith required that I fhould ex- 
ert the powers vefted in me by law, for the removal of the intruders, 
and this has accordingly been effe€ted, to the fatisfa€&tion of the In- 
dians, in the manner mentioned, in the letters from the Sheriff of 
Herkemer county, which you will find among the papers delivered for 
yourinformation, Itis worthy, at the fame, time of the confideration of 
the legiflature, whether it would not be mere compatible with the mild 
{pirit of our governmeet to commit this bufinefs in future to the ordi- 
nary magiftrate, which, in the prefent condition of that part of the 
country, it is conceived may be done with fafety. 

The legiflature, at their laft meeting, impreffed with the importance 
of improving the means of communication, not only to the agricul- 
ture and commerce of the State, but even to the influence of the 
laws, direfted the Commiffioners of the Land-Office to caufe the 
ground between the Mohawk River and the Wood Creek in the 
county of Herkemer, and alfo between Hudfon’s River and the 
Wood Creek, in the county of Wathington, te be explored and fur- 
veyed, and eftimates to be formed of the expenfe of joining thofe 
waters by canals: I now fubmit to you their report, which afcertains 
the praéticability of effe€ting this obje& at a very moderate expenfe, 
and I truft that a meafure fo interefting to the community will conti- 
nue to command the attention due to its importance, and efpecially as 
the refources of the State will prove adequate to thefe and other ufe- 
ful improvements without the aid of taxes. 











